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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address^ 
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1 . ^ This communication is responsive to the aoDlication filed on November 13. 2003 , 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are U5. 

3. 13 The drawings filed on 13 November 2003 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. S Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
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1. S Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

The following is a first action on the merits of application serial no, 10/712,149 
filed on November 13, 2003. 

Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement filed on November 13, 2003 has been 
acknowledged. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-5 are allowed. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for 
allowance: The prior art of record does not disclose or render obvious a motivation to 
provide for: 

-a power transmitting apparatus having a flat gear support member rotatably 
supporting planetary gears and having an outer diameter greater than a pitch circle of a 
ring gear surrounding the planetary gears in which an lubricating oil has a surface level 
set below the ring gear, but above the support member in combination with all the 
remaining limitations of claim 1 . 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

-Jolliff ('881), von Kaler et al ('256) and JP 20021 30325A. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to TISHA D. LEWIS whose telephone number is 703-305- 
0921 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-Thur 8 AM TO 3 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, CHARLES A. MARMOR can be reached on 703-308-0830. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (BBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



872-9306. 
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